	Summary of Development Pages


PURPOSE: This adaptation of the Wisconsin IFSP document (2005) was developed to fulfill several Birth to 3 Program requirements, including the HFS 90 requirement for an Early Intervention Team Report that summarizes the child’s overall development and the OSEP requirement of Child Outcomes Data Collection reporting.  By integrating these pages into the IFSP, the IFSP requirement to include a summary of all developmental areas is also addressed.  This adaptation supports conversations you may be having with families about child outcomes at the IFSP meeting and may reduce duplication of efforts in documenting information about a child’s development.  Furthermore, this new format supports teams in assessing and describing development across domains, rather than looking at each area of development in isolation.
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION:  Following are questions your team is encouraged to consider in determining if this adapted IFSP/Child Outcomes format is appropriate for your program’s processes. 

1. What information do you collect during your ongoing assessment process and do you complete this process prior to the initial IFSP meeting?

2. Has your team adapted any assessment materials to capture additional Child Outcome information during conversations with families?

3. How does the adapted format fit with your program’s eligibility determination and IFSP processes?

4. When does your team talk with families about Child Outcomes?  Is it a conversation that is held at multiple times, or at the initial IFSP meeting?
5. Who is present when you have these conversations?
6. Do you have scripts for describing your approach so that families and all team members understand an integrated approach to describing child development as well as the multiple  purposes this format fulfills?

7. Has your team spent time exploring how to write child development summaries across developmental areas?

8. Does your team need additional training to be successful with his revised format?

9. How might your current processes change to support the use of this format?
PROCESS: These pages can be substituted for pages 4 & 5 in the IFSP (2005) to document a child’s development in all areas for the IFSP and/or serve as the Early Intervention Team Report.  These pages can also be attached to the Child Outcome Summary Form to fulfill the Entry Data Collection requirement.  If a child is not eligible or a family does not wish to pursue Birth to 3 services even after being found eligible, the service coordinator can pull this portion out of the IFSP and send the summary to the family and other team members.

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION:  These adapted pages fulfill multiple purposes, including the IFSP requirement for information about the child’s developmental status [HFS 90.10(5)(a)] and the EI Team Report requirement to include the results of the evaluation, including the child’s level of functioning [HFS 90.08(7)(h)1].  The inclusion of eligibility information in this adapted format fulfills the requirement for the Early Intervention Team Report [HFS 90.08(7)(h)2].  The EI Team Report can be a separate document or can be included in the IFSP document.

The following information is summarized from the Wisconsin Birth to 3 Program Eligibility Guidelines available at: http://www.waisman.wisc.edu/birthto3/elig.html (PDF and accessible html version).
Members of the Early Intervention Team discuss their findings and conclusions and determine if there is documentation, data or other evidence that the child meets eligibility requirements of  HFS 90.  The Early Intervention Team Report includes the results of the evaluations, a summary of all areas of development, a determination of eligibility or non-eligibility and signatures of all team members present.  If the child is not eligible for Birth to 3, the team needs to discuss recommendations for follow-up as well as referrals to other community resources.

If a team member cannot be present, that member shall be involved through other means, such as participating in a conference call, or be represented by someone who is knowledgeable about the child and about the team members’ findings and conclusions [HFS 90.08(7)g].

TO BEGIN:  Fill out the top information about the child, including the date for IFSP, the date information was completed for Child Outcomes, and the HSRS number.  This information has been taken from the Child Outcome Summary Form (COSF) and integrated into the Early Intervention Team Report process.  Remember that the Early Intervention Team Report and the Summary of Child Outcomes can be stand alone documents.  Fill out the section identifying the participants involved with information gathering by name and role and document the means of gathering family information on a child’s developmental functioning by checking the appropriate box(es).  

The team will continue the process by discussing the child’s health status, vision and hearing and will summarize the information under the appropriate section.  At the end of each section of development, the team will list the tools and strategies used to gather the information.  Please refer to the ECO website for a list of assessment tools that were crosswalked with the Child Outcome Summary Data Collection information.  You will find the Child Outcome Summary Form and additional information regarding the process for collecting Child Outcome data at the following websites- http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/docs/forms_06/HO14cosfrev.doc http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/Early_OSEP.htm.

The second, third and fourth pages of the Summary of Development have several purposes.  These pages assist early intervention team members in summarizing their findings as well as describing the child’s present levels of development.  These pages have been integrated into the IFSP so that teams can meet the requirements of the Early Intervention Team Report, the IFSP and the Entry Data for the Child Outcome Summary reporting.  

The second page of the Summary of Development focuses on the child’s Positive Social Emotional Skills.  These skills include descriptions of how the child relates with adults and other children, as well as how the child follows rules related to groups or interacting with others, if older than 18 months.  Teams should be mindful to discuss with the family how their child functions within social situations and relationships.  Teams can review how the child’s overall strengths or needs can impact their ability to relate to others.  Included on the left side of each page is a list of all areas of development defined with key words for teams to consider while summarizing the child’s development.  A child’s ability to move about his/her environment can impact his/her ability to relate to others and to engage with his/her family and peers.  With this format, teams will be able to consider development across domains, rather than looking at each area of development in isolation.

The third page of the Summary of Development focuses on the Child’s Use of Knowledge and Skills.  Teams will summarize a child’s thinking, reasoning, remembering and problem solving skills, as well as how a child understands symbols and the physical and social worlds.  Listed below the title, Child’s Use of Knowledge and Skills are key words to remind teams to integrate communication, language and early literacy in this section.  The section on the left side of the page define the areas of development, along with phrases which will assist teams in thinking about how each child’s skills affect his/her ability to learn and communicate his/her needs.  

The fourth page of the Summary of Development focuses on the Child’s Independence and Ability to Meet His/Her Own Needs.  This page will help teams summarize a child’s strengths and needs with taking care of their basic needs (e.g., showing hunger, dressing, feeding, toileting), contributing to their own health and safety (e.g., follows rules, assists with hand washing, avoids inedible objects), getting from place to place and using tools (e.g., forks, pencils, strings attached to objects).  Teams will use information gathered through the assessment process to focus on highlighting the child’s strengths and needs.

Teams who wish to use this document to replace the entry Child Outcome Summary Form must complete the rating page with the family and add the rating scale as the fifth page of the Summary of Development.  Teams who choose to complete the rating scale as a separate process after the Early Intervention Team Meeting can duplicate the Summary of Development pages and attach the Rating Scale to include in the child’s early intervention file as documentation of the Child Outcome Summary Entry Data Collection.

THANK YOU
We would like to express gratitude and appreciation to the members of the IFSP Workgroup for their insights and commitment to finding creative ways of developing meaningful IFSPs with families in Birth to 3.  This group worked to balance the requirements of HFS 90 and Child Outcome Data Collection with continuing to keep our core work with families at the forefront of our conversations.  Thank you for the additional time you shared in creating this adaptation of the Wisconsin IFSP document (2005).
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